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Commentary
Mom, we shrank NY

By MARC CENEDELLA

March 6, 2012

The drama surrounding redistricting this week — in which New York must redraw the boundaries of our congressional districts to account for population changes — hides a larger, sadder drama: New York state is getting weaker.

For most of the nation’s history, New York was the most populous state, and among the most politically powerful. From the time of the Erie Canal, New York had been the commercial engine of the country and the most economically powerful state.

None of that is still true. From the halls of Congress to the markets of the world, our heft is declining.

This November, New York will have fewer Electoral College votes than we’ve had since 1812. As a percentage of the total, 2012 will mark the smallest say our state has ever had in choosing America’s chief executive.

As recently as the mid-20th century, New York accounted for a 10th of the nation’s population. From that flowed power, dollars and clout in Washington. Today, we account for just a 16th of the nation’s citizens.

Extrapolate the population-growth trends of the last four decades — 11 percent for the nation, 1.6 percent for New York — and our state is on course to be just 1/20th of the nation’s population in 30 years; the 2040 Census will leave us quibbling over how to apportion just 21 House seats. In the space of a century, we’ll have cut New York in half.

Do we want to remain a leader among these several and united states, or are we content to become a charming boutique state — wonderful to visit, but you wouldn’t want to live there?

We keep chasing our good fortune away. For all of the amazing talents that we nurture here and attract from around the country and the globe, we drive just as many away with a tilted rules system, an exploitative attitude toward success and an ugly taste for government sclerosis.

Too often, successful people feel they must leave New York to continue prospering.

I saw it at my previous company, HotJobs, one of our state’s biggest successes in the dot-com boom, when too many of our founders took their capital gains, knowledge and future contributions across state lines after our sale to Yahoo! Heck, our abusive taxes even chased former gubernatorial candidate Tom Golisano out of state; he changed to a Florida address last fall.

We have driven people, jobs and power from our state these last 50 years, and we’re on a course to keep doing so. This is anything but living up to our name as the Empire State.

A weak, puny, inconsequential New York is our fate for now. Do we care enough to change that future?

Marc Cenedella is the founder and CEO of TheLadders, one of the nation’s leading career-development companies.
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